
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Abraham Lincoln

Ben Franklin Barack Obama

Ferdinand Magellan William Shakespeare

Marco Polo Jeff Kinney

Edgar Allan Poe J.K. Rowling

Leonardo Da Vinci Maya Angelou

Queen Elizabeth Gloria Steinem

Beatrix Potter Frida Kahlo

Anne Frank Rosa Parks

Johnny Appleseed Steve Irwin

Louis Armstrong Queen Elizabeth

Neil Armstrong Blackbeard

Mark Twain Marie Antoinette

George Washington Malala Yousafzai

Helen Keller Sacagawea

Eleanor Roosevelt Steve Jobs

Sojourner Truth

Third Grade
Wax Museum

It is a Mariposa tradition that Third Grade students present a Wax Museum 
at the Celebration of Learning Event on May 13th.  Each student will choose a 
historical figure who has made a positive and significant contribution to the 
world. They may choose from the historical figures listed on the right. These 
are the books in our classroom library that are available for use. Students 
may also choose someone who is not on the list. In this case, public or school 
library books, encyclopedias, websites, and/or magazine articles may be used 
to learn about the selected person. Your teacher must approve the historical 
figure and resource. 

Students will create a tri-fold poster that shows important facts about their 
research subject’s life. This poster will be displayed at the Wax Museum on the 
evening of the Celebration of Learning. The poster should be neat and 
organized. The heading and captions can be hand-written or created using a 
computer, but there should not be any written text on the poster that has 
been printed from an online source and pasted directly onto the poster (A.K.A. 
plagiarism). Students will also create a Digital Museum Scratch project in class. 

On the evening of the Celebration of Learning, students will come to school “in 
character”. The costume does not need to be store-bought or extravagant. 
Some of the best Wax Museum costumes have been made of clothing from 
the student’s home. 

Students should NOT begin their Wax Museum project until approved by their 
teacher. There will be a rubric provided for each of the graded areas of this 
project.



Third Grade Wax Museum Timeline and Checklist
Dates Task Completed

February 24th – February 28th

Choose three people you might be interested in researching. All efforts will be made for students to 
get their first choice. However there will be no repeats within our class. Submit your choices to your 
teacher by February 28th. This is a great time to start looking for tri-fold posters at the store. In 
April and May, stores are in short supply as many projects are completed at the end of the school 
year. 

March 2nd - March 6th Historical figures will be assigned. If research materials need to be obtained, they should be brought 
to school and approved by March 6th. 

March 17th – March 20th

Research Packet Part One-Title Page and Early Life: A research packet will be used to collect 
information for this project.  During this time students will read at least one book and gather 
research information from internet sources to fill out their packet. Research and packet completion 
is done in class. Unfinished work becomes homework.

March 23rd – March 27th Research Packet Part Two - Adult Life and major achievements: To be completed in class.

March 30th – April 3rd Research Packet Part Three – Fun Facts and Inspiration: To be completed in class. 

April 6th – April  9th Wax Museum Speech: To be created and practiced in class. Additional practice at home in front of 
family and friends. Bring in tri-fold poster by Thursday, April 9th. 

April 13th – April 17th Poster: All research is complete. Students will use supplies and technology at home to complete their 
tri-fold poster. Posters are Due Monday, May 4th, 

April 20th – April 24th Scratch Project: All research is complete. Students will use technology in class to work on their Digital 
Museum Scratch project. Students will continue to work on posters at home if necessary. 

April 27th – May 1st
Scratch Project: All research is complete. Students will use technology in class to work on their Digital 
Museum Scratch project. Students will continue to work on posters at home if necessary.

May 4th – May 8th In class rehearsal: No costume necessary

May 13th Dress Rehearsal during the day & Celebration of Learning presentation in the evening


